8th Grade United States History Class 
 Mr. White – Room 306
Purpose and Goals:
We believe social studies classes should play an important role in helping students acquire the academic and social skills and knowledge that promote living within a democratic community and a growing world community. We will promote respect, relevance, and critical thinking in education. We will ensure that all students actively participate in the educational process.
Contact Information:


Email: kirk.white@austinisd.org
Classroom Phone:  841-3740
Bailey MS:  414-4990


Web page : http://mrwhitebaileyms.weebly.com/
Typical Daily Procedures:


Get homework and social studies notebook ready for class

Complete the warm-up 

Begin new lesson and complete daily work
Wrap-up 

Homework can be new work or completion of assignments started in class.  Homework also includes preparation for tests, quizzes, and projects.  

Materials:

Social studies work will be kept in the social studies notebook. I call it the “notebook”, but it can be a binder or journal as well. And it can be part of a larger notebook or binder since students will not turn in the whole notebook. Students are expected to bring the social studies notebook to class everyday.  

Rules and Expectations: 


1- Respect everyone in the learning community

2- Be prepared for class activities

3- Participate and communicate positively with others

4- Follow all school rules
Consequences for Breaking Rules:
-Step 1 - warning 

-Step 2 - detention, parent contact, loss of privileges 
-Step 3 - office referral

-Serious violation- immediate office referral

Communication:
Students will copy the homework into the Bailey Daily Runner (BDR) at the end of each class. You can also check out my web page http://mrwhitebaileyms.weebly.com/  for a list of daily activities, homework, and upcoming notebook checks or tests.
Grading Policy:

Six weeks averages will be determined using the following percentages.

15%-  Six Weeks Test (Campus requirement)

45%-  Tests and projects


40%-  Daily work, quizzes, homework
Students who score below a 70% on an assignment have an opportunity to earn extra points by redoing work or completing an alternative assignment or assessment.
Late Work:

Late work will be allowed to be turned in up to three days after the assigned completion day. The student can earn a reduced score for late work.
Make-Up Work:

Students will be given 3 days to complete make-up work when absent.  The student should check the assignment list in the classroom and ask Mr. White about what needs to be made up.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to request, gather, and complete any make-up work. 

Tutoring:  

My official tutoring days is Thursday after school, but I am usually available any day of the week after school for assistance. Students need to check with me to schedule the tutoring session. Students will be allowed to call a parent for permission to stay, as well as call for a ride when tutorials are finished.

In United States History class this year we will be watching clips from the following movies in order to reinforce lessons on United States History: Glory, Roots. Please sign below for permission for your child to watch clips of these movies. Please contact Mr. White at kawhite@austinisd.org if you have any questions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have read the class description for Mr. White’s Texas History class.

Student Signature___________________________________________

Parent Signature____________________________________________
 

